




teractive	audio,	 visual	 and	data	 communications	
(1-4).	 The	 aim	 is	 to	 facilitate	 diagnosis,	 consul-
tation,	 treatment,	 education,	 transfer	 of	 medical	
data,	as	well	as	 to	 improve	 the	consistency	and	
competence	of	health	care	(1-4).
	 Radiology,	 psychiatry,	 cardiology,	 pathology,	
















in	a	 study	by	Lozzi	et al.	 in	 the	management	of	
patients with challenging inflammatory and neo-
plastic	 skin	 diseases	 (5).	 Special	 emphasis	 in	
teledermatology	usage	is	on	clinical	dermatology,	
clinicopathologic	 correlation,	 and	 evaluation	 of	
pigmented	skin	lesions	and	dermoscopy	(6-12).
	 Teledermatology	 technical	 systems	or	 consult	
modalities	 are	 real-time	 (RT)	 and	 store-and-for-
ward	(SAF)	systems	(2,4,13,14).	RT	system	is	a	
videoconferencing	 system	 in	 which	 the	 referring	
clinician	interacts	with	another	one	in	real	time	via 






an	 effective	 tool	 for	 in-person	 consultation	 but	 it	




















	 Moreover,	 the	 development	 of	 user-friendly	
technology	 has	 brought	 personal	 digital	 assis-
tants	 (PDA)	 such	 as	 palmtops,	 hand-held	 com-
puters	 and	 pocket	 computers,	 and	 mobile	 tele-
phones	into	everyday	use.	Feasibility	of	the	PDA	
has	 mainly	 been	 tested	 in	 teleradiology.	 PDA	 in	






reliable	 for	 teledermatology	 (14).	Moreover,	PDT	
and	mobile	phones	with	high-resolution	cameras	
might become a filtering or triage system allowing 
for	a	more	rational	approach	to	the	management	
of	patients	with	skin	diseases	(14,15).	
	 However,	 prospective,	 randomized	 clinical	
studies	 are	 needed	 to	 test	 and	 standardize	 the	
Teledermatology 









	 Telederm.org,	 www.teledem.org,	 is	 a	 unique	
medical	 application	 for	 medical	 students,	 physi-








	 Telederm.org	 was	 initiated	 in	 2002	 by	 H.	 Pe-
ter	Soyer,	Rainer	Hofmann-Wellenhof,	and	Gerald	
Gabler,	 with	 the	 vision	 of	 providing	 and	 sharing	
user-generated	 dermatologic	 knowledge	 at	 the	
worldwide	level.	The	basic	goal	of	the	project	was	
to	 create	 a	 user-friendly	 platform	 for	 providing	
teleconsultation	services	and	for	discussing	chal-
lenging	and	unusual	cases	in	clinical	dermatology,	
dermatopathology	 and	 dermoscopy,	 with	 special	
emphasis	on	the	diagnosis,	differential	diagnosis,	
and	 treatment.	 The	 new	 version	 called	 2.0	 will	
bring	new	features,	and	a	mobile	version	to	con-







	 •	 Dermatlas	 of	 the	 Johns	 Hopkins	 University	
(http://dermatlas.med.jhmi.edu/derm/index.cfm);	
designed	 by	 Bernard	A.	 Cohen,	 MD,	 Division	 of	
Pediatric	 Dermatology,	 and	 Christoph	 U.	 Lehm-
ann,	MD,	Division	of	Neonatology,	Johns	Hopkins	






various	 countries	 to	 cover	 the	 spectrum	 of	 skin	
diseases	in	all	skin	colors	and	races.	
	 •	 Australian	 educational	 web	 sites	 which	 are	
login/password	 protected	 and	 include	 Dermcon-
sult	 (http://www.dermconsult.com.au/)	 and	 Sk-
inconsult	 (http://www.skinconsult.com.au/index.
cfm).	 These	 sites	 offer	 a	 virtual	 clinical	 meeting	
where	 dermatologists	 and	 general	 practitioners	
can	post	 interesting	cases	with	clinical	data	and	
images	for	consultation	and	discussion.	
	 •	 The	 Virtual	 Grand	 Rounds	 in	 Dermatology	








 The perceived benefits are novel or enhanced 
access	 to	 care,	 economic	 advantages,	 and	 im-






diagnostic	 reliability,	 diagnostic	 accuracy,	 clinical	
outcomes,	 patient	 and	 clinician	 satisfaction,	 and	
its	cost-effectiveness.	The	basic	computer	literacy	
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